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Es T HER ix. #28. 


And that thoſe days of Pu rim ſhould 
not fail among the Jews, nor the 
memorial of them periſh from 


among their ſeed. 


the tranſactions related in it, 

and muſt. be ſuppoſed to be 
beſt acquainted with them ; or by Ezra, 
who collected the books of the Old Teſta- 


a) 
8 


nent after the captivity, and put them 
into their preſent order; or by the great 


council, in which they might both be con- 


cerned, is not certain, nor very material: 


The book was always received in the Few:/Þ 
canon, and owned in the Chr:/tian church. 
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Chap, 1.1. 


Ver. 8. 


Practical Illuſtration 
Tu two firſt chapters are wholly ta- 
ken up in a particular account of Aba- 


ſueruss putting away Queen Yaſhti, and 


chooſing Efther in her room. Abaſuerus, 
who was probably Artaxerces Longi- 
manus *, after he had conquered his bro- 
ther Hiſtaſpis, his rival in the empire, and 
got the peaceable poſſeſſion of the whole 
Perfian monarchy, which reached from 
India to Ethiopia, and was over an hun- 
dred and twenty ſeven provinces, made a 


feaſt for the princes of the provinces for 


the. ſpace of fix months, and for all the 


people who were in Shuſhan for ſeven 
days, with the greateſt magnificence, and 
a variety of rich wines and veſſels, with 
this peculiar circumſtance, that every one 


ſhould be allowed to drink without being 


compelled, and according to his pleaſure, by 
the King's ſpecial command, and not ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the country up- 


* The LXX. render Ahaſuerus throughout the 
book of Efther, Artaxerxes; and Joſephus exprelsly 
calls him ſo; Antig. I. 11. c. 6. and ſo do the opo- 
chryphal additions to the book of Efther. And there 
are ſeveral circumſtances related concerning him 
which agree only to this Artaxerces, and not to Ar- 
taxerces Mnemon, And this accounts for the extra- 
ordinary favour ſhewed the Fews afterwards, in ſend- 
ing Ezra and Nehemiah to affiſt them in the difficul- 
ties of their affairs, and reſtore their antient proſpe- 
rity, L | 
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come abroad, This might be without any 
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of the Book of Es THRR. 3 
on ſuch great occaſions, when they uſually 
drank to exceſs. | 

ON the ſeventh day of the feaſt, the 


King commanded the ſeven chamberlains 


to bring Vaſbti before him, and be her Ver. 15. 3 
beauty to the princes and the people. But 1 

it being contrary io the cuſtom of the 77 
Perfian ladies to appear in publick, and * 
perhaps not thought ſo becoming the mo- 1 8 
deſty of her ſex, and the dignity of her 4 
character, ſhe refuſed to come. Tho' the — 12. a 
King's command might poſſibly be ill judg- us 
ed, for his heart was merry with wine, and . 991 
be thought to bear too hard upon a modeſt 12 


young princeſs; yet conſidering how much 


the honour and authority of an abſolute 5 
prince, in the preſence of all his court, was 41 
like to be affected by it, it would certainly »} 
have been her prudence at leaſt to have o- 1 
beyed the command. ny 
TRE King was highly incenſed at the "1 
affront, and conſulted the wiſe men and Ft 
princes, What ſhould be done according to 15. 1 
law to Queen Vaſhti. It was repreſented to 4 
the King, that the wrong was done not mt. 
only to himſelf, but to all the princes and | * 4 
people of the provinces. It would be an ill | 4 
precedent, and have a bad influence, and 448 
that the women would deſþiJe their huſbands — 17. —_.. 
intheir eyes, when this deed of the Queen ſhould "23 | 


PIquèe 


. 


— 18. 


A Practicul Illuſtration 
pique at the Queen in any particular perſon, 
for all the counſellors agreed to it, and only 
from a zeal for the King's honour, and to 
ſupport family order and authority, and 
leſt there ſhould ariſe foo much contempt 
and wrath ; contempt on the one fide, and 
a return of wrath on the other. The thin 


was pleaſing to the King and the Princes, 


and, a royal decree was iſſued out through- 
out all the provinces, That every man ſhould 
bear rule in his own houſe. Here was a re- 


markable inſtance of the inſtability of hu- 


man greatneſs in the ſudden fall, by a ſlight 
unforeſeen accident, from the greateſt height 
of honour and eſteem, and in a time of the 
greateſt rejoicing. 

IN the /econd chapter we have an account 
of his chuſing Queen Eſber in her room. 


The ſame perſon who made the motion for 


Chap. ii. 1. 


putting away Vaſbti, leſt he ſhould relent 
when the heat of his anger was over, and 
ſhould feel a freſh tenderneſs towards her, 
for the wrath of the King was appeaſed, and 
he remembred Vaſhti, and what ſhe had done, 
and what was decreed againſt her; propoſed 


an expedient, that fair virgins ſhould be 
fought for thro' all the provinces, and be 


— 3+ 


brought to Shuſhan, the houſe of the women, 
of whom he ſhould chuſe one to be Qgeen 
in the room of Vaſhti Among theſe was 


Hadaſſah, in the Perfian language called 


Eſther, 


of the Book of ESTHER. 7 
Eſther, the neice of Mordecai, who was a 
deſcendant of thoſe who were carried cap- 


tive to Babylon by Nebuchadueꝝ zar, in the 
1 time of Feconiab, and was one of the por- 
57 ters of the gate, or officers of the guards, 


d for he ſat in the King's gate. Eſther found — 19. 
particular reſpect from Hege, the keeper of 
1W 4 
the women, and obtained favour in the fight — 15. 
of all who looked upon her, for her diſtin- 
guiſhed beauty, and modeſt behaviour, And 
the King loved Eſther above all the women, 
and ſhe obtained grace and favour in his — 17. 
| fght, more than all the virgins. The reſult 
was, that he ſer the crown upon her head, 
and made her Queen inſtead of Vaſhti ; and 
made a royal feaſt, and gave gifts, or pre- — 18. 
ſents, according to the ſtate of the King: 
| Only Efther did not tell her nation, that 
e might not be deſpiſed, nor they envied ; 
lo Mordecai had directed, to whom ſhe paid 
the ſame dutiful regard in the midſt of all 
her greatneſs, for ſhe did the command of — 20. 
Mordecai, like as when ſhe was brought up 
wth him. The deſigns of Providence often 
lie deep, and take their riſe from remote 
cccafions, which gradually work up by 
great yariety of incidents to ſurpriſing e- 


vents. | 1 | 5 
Tux reſt of the book is wholly em- 
ployed in a particular relation of the re- 


markable deliverance of the people of the 
; Jews, 
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A Practical Wluftration 


eu, who were ſcattered up and down 


thro' all the parts of the Perſian em- 


pire, from Himan's conſpiracy ; which ] 
ſhall more particularly confider as ſuitable 
to the preſent occafion. To this pur- 
poſe it will be requiſite, 1. To repreſent 
the danger they were in at this time. 2. The 
wonderful deli verance which was wrought 
for them. z. The memorial which was 
kept of it; and then to apply it to our- 
felves. 

I. To repreſent the danger they were 
brought into by Haman's conſpiracy againſt 
them. And here we mult obſerve two 
things. 

1. The occaſion of it, and or was Mar 
dicai's carriage towards Haman : a mall 


_ occaſion of ſo great an evil, and a remark- 
Jam. iii. 5. able inſtance how great a matter a little fire 


kindleth. When the King advanced Ha- 
man to be chief favourite and firſt mini- 


8 i. er, and ſet his feat above all the princes 


who were with him, as a mark of dil- 
tinction and preheminence above all the 
great men of the court; and all his /er- 


vants who were in the gate, the officers 


or guards who attended the court, were 
commanded to bow and do him reve— 
rence, Mordecat only refuſed to do him 
that hrogoie, When the other officers, 
Ry out of kindneſs and good-will 


remol- 


of the Book of EsTHER. 9 


vn remonſtrated to him, and repreſented the 

m- danger of breaking the King's command, 

1 1 and incurring Haman's diſpleaſure, and re- 

ble peated their inſtances out of their great con- 

ur- cern for him; he hearkened not unto them: — 4. 

ent he was not moved by their repreſentation, 

The but remained ſteadfaſt to his purpoſe. They Fl 
ght hereupon acquainted Haman with it, to ee i 
Was whether Mordecai's matters would ftand : 55 1 x 
our- whether he could ſupport himſelf againſt bh 

the diſpleaſure of fo great a man, and what be i 
were was like to be the iſſue of it. When Ha- =. 
ainſt nan, upon this notice given him of it, ob- oy 
two ſerved Mordecai's neglect of him, he was 4 
fred with rage, and vowed revenge, not we 

Mor- only to deſtroy Mordecai, but all his peo- $79 
ſmall ple; for he thought ſcorn to lay hands on — 5. 4 

nark- Mordecat alone, which no doubt he might 9 

fle fre eaſily have done by his great intereſt in the "m0 

d Ha- King, but ſought to deſtroy all the Fews — 6. = 
mini- WW who were throughout the whole kingdom. He 9 

brinces was not ſatisfied with a ſingle victim to his 1 

F di- wrath, but reſolved to deſtroy the whole 44 

all the i body of the Jews, which proved the oc- | 


bis er- cafion of his own ruin; as puſhing things 


officers MW to extremes often ruins the whole affair. : 

t, weſt He was ſo highly exaſperated, that when a 
reve-· Haman /aw Mordecai in the King's gate, Chap.v.g, 4 
lo him WM Hat he food not up, nor moved for him, he was i 
officers, i Fall of indignation againſt Mordecai ; and 5 1 
od-will, notwithſtanding the glory of his riches, and bY 


10 


Ver. 13. 


| adore any mer but thee, my Lord, alone, 


A Prafical Illuſtration 


| the multitude of his children , and his great 


promotion, and being invited with the Kin 
to the banquet the Queen had prepared, he 
ſays, Yet all this availeth me nothing, jo 
long as J fee Mordecai the Few fitting in 
the King's gate : A lively image of the reſt- 
leſs nature of a boundleſs ambition, and 
ungoverned rage. The reſentment of this 
ſingle affront from a meaner perſon, de- 
ſtroyed the peace of his mind, and the re- 
liſh of all his greatneſs, and gave him 
greater pain than the pleaſure of all his 


enjoyments. 
BuT why did Mordecai refuſe to bow 


and do him reverence at the King's com- 


mand, and run ſo great a riſque of danger 


to himſelf, and to his people? Tis not 
ſufficient to ſay, That it was only an in- 
{tance of Jewiſh pride and obſtinacy, much 
leſs of diſobedience to the King's command. 
Tis probable it was not meer civil reſpedt 
which was required, which might well be 
paid to the firſt miniſter and favourite of ſo 
great a King, and there needed no ſpecial 
order for ſuch a purpoſe; but that there 
was ſomething in it which implied religious 
worſhip *, and ſeemed to approach to ido- 


* So the Chaldee Paraphraſe underſtood it; and the 
LXX. render it by Tgocexvvsr ; and the apocryphal 
part of this book makes him lay expreſly, That I may 
not prefer the glory of a man to the glory of God ; nur 


latry. 


F the Book of ESTHER. 11 


latry. It was the cuſtom among the Pe. 
ſans to fall proſtrate before their King, and 
pay him a kind of adoration “; as it was 


afterwards with ſome of the Roman empe- [ 

rors ; and this the word here ſeems to 1 
imply. And then it was of the ſame kind W 
with Daniel's refuſing to bow to Nebuchad- f 


ned gars image, and was a great inſtance 
of his integrity of heart, and his zeal and 


pite velato, circumvertenſque ſe deinde procumbens, 
Vitel. c. 2. And Juvenal ſays of the flatue of Sejanus, 
which was throtun down and burnt, Ardet adoratum 
populo caput, & crepat ingens Sejanus, Sat. 10. 62, 


B 2 them 


wa 
courage for the truth and honour of God. 0 
OR it might be becauſe he was an Aga- Chap. iii, «a 
gite, of the poſterity of Agag, King of 5 
Amelec, who was an antient enemy of the 9 
Jeus, and devoted to deſtruction by the wy 
expreſs command of God: Thou ſhalt blot Deut. xxv 4 
out the remembrance of Amelec from under“ 7 
heaven, and ſhalt not forget it. And this 4 
commiſſion was given to Saul; I remember 1 Sam. xv. — 
that which Amelec did to Iſrael, how be:. ©) 
laid wait for him in the way, when he came "a 
up from Egypt: Now go and ſmite Amelec, # i 
and utterly deſtroy all they have, and ſpare 1 
* Hyde de Religione Perſarum. 4 
+ Suetonius ſays of Caligula, Divinam ex eo ma- * 
jeſtatem aſſerere ſibi cæpit · Conſiſtens ſæpe inter mY 
fratres deos medium fe adorandum adeuntibus exhi- amy 
bebat, c. 22. And he ſays of Lucius Vitellius, Idem Wo 
miri in adulando ingenii, primus Cæſarem adorari ut | 1 
Deum inſtituit, non aliter adire auſus eſſet quam ca- wht. 


A Pratfical I Iluſftration 


them not. And the reaſon here aſſigned by 
. Mordecai will well agree to both; For he 
had told them that he was a Jew, and ſo 
could worſhip only the true God, and had 
a reverence for the divine command. 

2. Tue danger itſelf, or the conſpiracy 
formed againſt them. When Haman, up- 
on this affront of Mordecai, had deter- 
mined to deſtroy the whole people of the 
Jeus, in the hundred and twenty ſeven 
provinces of the Perſian empire, he con- 
certed the means and meaſures of bringing 
it about. He repreſented them to the King 
under the greateſt diſadvantage, and poſ- 
ſeſſed his mind with an ill opinion of them; 


. There 1s a certain people ſcattered abroad, 


and diſperſed among the people in all the 


provinces of the kingdom ; and their laws 


are diverſe from all people, neither keep they 
the King's laws; therefore it is not for the 
King's profit to ſuffer them. Great num- 
bers of Fews who were ſettled in Perjia 
during the time of the ſeventy years capti- 
vity, choſe to continue in the ſeveral pro- 
vinces where they were ſettled, and did not 
return to Judæa upon Cyrus's decree for 
their releaſe; perhaps for the greater ad- 
vantage of their trade and commerce. He 
repreſents them as a ſtrolling idle people, 
who refuſed to return to their own nation, 
and of peculiar rites of worſhip different 


from 


of the Book of ESTHER. 13 


from all other people, and inconſiſtent with 
the laws of the kingdom ; that it could not 
ſtand with the ſafety of the kingdom, and 
the ſervice of the King, to let them live 
among them ; that they were of no ad- 
vantage to the government, and would be 
likely fome time or other to raiſe ſedition, 
and breed diſturbance. The favourites of 
princes, who have their maſter's ear, when 
they have ill deſigns, have great opportu- 
nities of giving injurious repreſentations of 
things they diſlike, and covering their own 
diſguſt and revenge, or their cowardice and 
fear, with fair pretences of religion, and 
the publick good. 

HEREUPON he moved the King for 2 
written decree ; J it pleaſe the King 
it be written, that they may be deſtroy ed. He 
was not content with a verbal order, which 
might be revoked, and by proper appli- 
cation his mind might change ; but he 
deſired it might be written and ſealed : 
and accordingly the King's /cr:bes, or ſe- 
cretaries were inſtantly called, a decree 
was drawn up in form, and directed to 
the governors of the ſeveral Provinces, in 
their proper languages ; and letters were 
immediately diſpatched by the publick poſts 
into all the provinces, to be ready at the 
appointed time. The decree, drawn up 
probably by his direction, Was to this pur- 
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Practical Illuſtration 
them not. And the reaſon here aſſigned by 


. Mordecai will well agree to both; For be 


had told them that he was @ Jew, and ſo 
could worſhip only the true God, and had 
a reverence for the divine command. 

2. ThE danger itſelf, or the conſpiracy 
formed againſt them. When Haman, up- 
on this affront of Mordecai, had deter- 
mined to deſtroy the whole people of the 
Jeus, in the hundred and twenty ſeven 
provinces of the Perſian empire, he con- 


certed the means and meaſures of bringing 


it about. He repreſented them to the King 
under the greateſt diſadvantage, and poſ- 


ſeſſed his mind with an ill opinion of them; 


Were is à certain people ſcattered abroad, 


and diſperſed among the people in all the 


provinces of the kingdom ; and their laws 


are diverſe from all people, neither keep they 
the King's laws ; therefore it is not for the 
King's profit to ſuffer them. Great num- 
bers of Fews who were ſettled in Perſia 
during the time of the ſeventy years capti- 
vity, choſe to continue in the ſeveral pro- 
vinces where they were ſettled, and did not 
return to Judæa upon Cyrus decree for 


their releaſe; perhaps for the greater ad- 
vantage of their trade and commerce. He 
repreſents them as a ſtrolling idle people, 
who refuſed to return to their own nation, 
and of peculiar rites of worſhip different 

wh i from 


of the Book of ESTHER. 


from all other people, and inconfiſtent with 
the laws of the kingdom ; that it could not 
ſtand with the ſafety of the kingdom, and 
the ſervice of the King, to let them live 
that they were of no ad- 
vantage to the government, and would be 
likely ſome time or other to raiſe ſedition, 
The favourites of 
princes, who have their maſter's ear, when 
they have ill deſigns, have great opportu- 
nities of giving injurious repreſentations of 
things they diſlike, and covering their own 
diſguſt and revenge, or their cowardice and 
fear, with fair pretences of religion, and 


among them ; 


and breed diſturbance. 


the publick good. 


HEeREUPON he moved the King for » 
written decree ; J it pleaſe the King, hy 9. 
it be written, that TY may be deſtroy -d. He 
was not content with a verbal order, which 
might be revoked, and by proper appli- 
cation his mind might change ; 
deſired it might be written and ſealed : 
and accordingly the King's /cr:bes, or ſe- 
cretaries were inſtantly called, a decree 
was drawn up in form, and directed to 
the governors of the ſeveral Provinces, in 
their proper languages ; and letters were 
immediately diſpatched by the publick poſts 
into all the provinces, to be ready at the 
The decree, drawn up 


appointed time. 


but 


he 


Pee by his direction, was to this pur- 
pole ; ; 
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poſe; To deſtroy and kill, and cauſe to pe- 


riſh, all the Jews, both old and young, little 
children and women, in one day, even on 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, ac- 
cording to the caſting of Pur, or the Lot, 


which, according to the ſuperſtition of the 


Perſians, was to ſhew fortunate or unfor- 
tunate days for the undertaking of any 
enterprize ; and to take the ſpoil of them 


for a prey, to encourage them to a vigo- 


rous execution of the decree. It was 


ſealed with the King's ring, and given in 


Shuſhan the King's palace, i. e. with the 
concurrence of his counſellors, to give it 
the greater ſolemnity and ſanction; ac- 


cording to the form of royal proclamations | 


among us, Given at our palace, and with 

the advice of our privy council. 
AND becauſe there might be a conſider- 

able loſs ſuſtained to the King's revenue, 


by the deſtruction of ſo great a body of 
people, Haman undertook to pay into the 
. treaſury ten thouſand talents, which is com- 


puted at about four millions ſterling, and | 


which perhaps he intended to raiſe out of | 


the ſpoils, or the forfeited eftates of the | 
Jews ; for the King, out of his partial 
fondneſs for ſo great a favourite, gave 


11. him the ſilver and the people to do with 
them as ſeemed good to him ; and fo large 


a ſhare of revenue, one would think, | 
- ſhould 


der- 
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ſhould have been for the King's profit. 
Thus the whole body of the Fewi/h peo- 
ple were doomed to deſtruction in all the 
Perſian provinces, of every age, and ei- 
ther ſex, by a fixed decree, and on one 
certain day. The deſign was bloody and 
deſperate, the meaſures well laid, and the 
whole fixed beyond recovery. 

Upon the notice of this, Mordecai, and 
the Jeros in all the provinces, mourned 


and faſted, and wept and wailed, and ma- 
ny lay in ſackcloth : And Efther and her Chap. iv. 
maidens fa/ted three days, and the city of ** 


Shuſhan was perplexed. It ſpread a ge- 
neral diſtreſs thro' the city, not only a- 
mong the Jeus, and thoſe who had any 
relation or friendſhip to them, but among 
the Strangers of other nations, who knew 
not how it might fare with them another 
time, This was the ſtate of the Jeu at 
this time, and a very dark ſcene of things 
it was, and as full of diſtreſs as ever that 
people was in at any time. 


II. I am to conſider the deliverance. 


wrought for them, And there are ſeveral 

things remarkable, and which deſerve par- 

ticular conſideration, 
1. THERE was the means and inſtru- 


ments of it. Several things concurred to 


bring it about, and prepare the way for it. 


A ſurpriſing ſeries of incidents, opening, 


and 
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and leading on to one another, and which 


ſhewed the immediate care of Divine Pro- 
vidence of his peoples welfare. Thus for 


example ; When Haman caſt lots to fix 


the proper time for his deſtructive deſign, 
it was the firſt month of the year, the 
month Niſan; and the lot fell about the 
middle of the #welfth month, the month 
Adar. Surely by a particular direction of 
Providence, and greatly in their favour 
or the lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole 
diſpojal thereof is of the Lord. This gave 
them almoſt a whole year to look about 
them, and provide for their ſafety ; where- 
as upon a ſhorter notice the deſign would 
have been more likely to have taken effect, 


= and they would have had leſs opportunity 


to have taken care of themſelves, 

AnD then there was Mordecai's advice 
to Eſther, by the meſſenger ſhe ſent to 
him, to declare to her, and charge her t9 
go in unto the King, and make ſupplication 
to him, and make requeſt before him for her 
people. When ſhe repreſented the danger 
of ſuch an attempt, that whoſoever ſhould 
come into the King's preſence, not being 
called, there is one law of his to put him 
6% death, of whatſoever rank he is, except 
to ſuch to whom he ſhould hold out tis 
golden ſcepter ; which ſeems to have been 
a late decree, prepared on purpole to pre- 

yent 


of the Book of ESTHER, 17 
vent application to the King; for the Queen 
had not been called to come in to the King 
for thirty days. To this Mordecai returns 
by the ſame meſſenger ; Think not with ---- 13: 
thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the King's 


houſe, more than all the Jes: The court 
: will be no protection from the King's de- 
1 cree, which extends to all ranks ; I thou -— 14: 
f altogether hold thy peace at this time, then 
ſhall there enlargement and deliverance ariſe 
le to the Fews from another place ; but thou 
Ve and thy father's houſe ſhall be deſtroyed : 
ut and who knows whether thou art not come 
e- to the kingdom for ſuch a time as this, q. d. 
1d She could not hope to eſcape in a general 
ct, maſſacre of the eus, who was the head 
ity of that people ; and God would find ſome 
other way for their deliverance, and not 
ice ſuffer them to be wholly cut off; that 
to probably ſhe might be raiſed to this high 
r fo dignity, in ſo extraordinary a manner, for 
ion this ſpecial purpoſe. Theſe were wiſe and 
her proper ſuggeſtions, fit to work upon her 
nNger mind, and to conquer her fear. And ac- 
ould cordingly we find it had this effect, and 
being wrought her up to a noble reſolution, to 
him renture her life for their ſafety ; I will — 16. 
xcept We in to the King, which is not according to 
f the Wi, and if I periſh T periſh. 
been ANOTHER remarkable circumſtance 
pre- Was, That tbe King not being able to fleep 
yent C that 


18 


diſappointed, at the King's putting her a- 


tant ſervice to which he owed his life “. 
When it was told him, that nothing had 


hang Mordecai, what ſhould be done to the 


before of extraordinary favours which had been 


the King asked this queſtion ; What had been done 
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that night, bis reſt was diſturbed, and his 5 
Chap. vi. ſleep departed from him, he called for the 1 


1, 2: 


book of the records of the chronicles to be tl 
read to him, which contained the remark- n 
able events of his reign, and which he 
choſe at this time to divert himſelf with 
rather than company and entertainments, 
It appeared there that Mordecai had diſco- 
vered a conſpiracy of two chamberlains a- 
gainſt his life; perhaps the late Queen's fa- 
vourites, who were diſguſted, or it may be 


way. We have the account of it, chap. i. 
21, 22. How wonderful was this, that 
they ſhould happen to open upon that | 
paſſage in this critical circumſtance! The 
King demanded, what honour and dignity 
had been conferred on him for this impor- 


been done; he aſked Haman, who had been 
early waiting for admiſſion, in the outward 
court, or anti-chamber, to' obtain leave to 


* FL 2phus relates that they had been reading 


beſtowed upon others for eminent ſervices, that one 
had a province given him. and another a preſent ; 
and when they came to this inftance of Moraecar, 


for him? Antiq, l. 1 N 6. | 
8 man 


been 
ward 
ve to 
to the 


reading 
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man whom the King deligbteth to honour. 
Haman who thought himſelf higheſt in 
the King's favour, readily gave his opi- 
nion, That the royal apparel be brought 
forth, and the horſe which the King rideth 
upon, and the crown royal upon his head, 
i. e. the garland or ornament upon the 
head of the horſe * ; and that one of the 
princes ſhould lead him through the 
city, and proclaim, Thus ſhall it be done 
to the man whom the King delighteth to ho- 
nour. 


e 


Fux King ordered Haman, who knew 


nothing of what had paſſed in the night, 
to his great confuſion, to do ſo by Mor- 
decai, and afterward co off his ring which 
he had given Haman, and gave it to Mor- Ch. viii. 2. 
decat ; Here was a wonderful turn of af- 
fairs in one day. Haman does the higheſt 
honours to Mordecai, whom he deſigned to 
hang, and Mordecai the friend of the 
Jeus, became the King's favourite, in- 
ſtead of Haman their bloody enemy; he 
appears in royal apparel, who juſt before 
lay in /ack-cloth. And this greatly pre- 
pared the way, and diſpoſed every thing 
tor the purpoſe deſigned by it. 


win neq; alius ſenſus verbis hebræis dari po- 
teſt, niſi vis iis inferatur. Lud. de Dieu Animad. 


in Vet. Teft. 
* 2 AFTER 
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Ar TE R this there was Efther's requeſt 
to the King at the banquet, which ſhe 
twice prepared for him and Haman, and 
which ſhe managed with admirable {kill 
and addreſs. When the King was greatly 


delighted and endeared with the fineneſs 


of her perſon, and the pleaſure of her con- 
verſation, and twice promiſed to grant her 
requeſt whatſoever it was, to the half of 
the kingdom ; ſhe at laſt propoſed her pe- 
tition ; Let my hfe be given me at my peli- 
tion, and my people at my requeſt, for we 
are fold, J and my people, to be deſtroyed 
and to be flain, and to periſh. The King, 


ſurprized and enraged at the audacious 


attempt, and perhaps forgetting the for- 
mer decree, or not knowing the true in- 


tent of it, enquired, Who is he, and where 
7s He, who dare preſume in his heart to d 


ſo? The Queen, ſupported by the King's 


promiſe, and animated with a zeal for 
her people's welfare, replies with greater 
courage, The adverſary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman : He who is your great fa- 
vourite, is our mortal enemy. Haman 


Was afraid before the King and Queen ; 


ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and terrour ; the 
King went out with great wrath, and they 
covered Haman's face; threw a vall over his 
face, as one who was not worthy to ſee the 
King 8 face, and as a criminal condemned 

t0 
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to puniſnment. Here was another inſtance 
of the ſtrange turn of affairs in a great 
favourite who abuſed his Prince's confi- 
dence to gratify his own revenge, and in- 
jure his innocent ſubjects. So many won- 
derful circumſtances concurred to prepare 
R the way for this great event. 

r 2. THE deliverance itſelf. And this 
f was wonderful too, as well as the means of 
— it: for what could relieve and fave them 


who were not only appointed to die, but 
ſealed over to deſtruction by an irreverſible 


2 decree, which like the other laws of the 

85 Medes and Perſiaus, can never be altered. 

us Now this was done in this manner. Efther, 

r- having made proper impreſſions upon the 

n- King's mind, and ſecured his friendſhip, 

re takes a proper opportunity to purſue her 

00 requeſt ; F it pleaſe the King, and I have Chap. vii. 
9's Jund favour in his fight, and the thing 
for ſeem right before the King, and I be pleaſing 
iter in his eyes; expreſſions of the greateſt ten- 

bis derneſs and reſpect; let it be written to —— 6. 
fa- revoke the letters by Haman; for how can 

nan I endure to ſee the evil which ſhall come 

en; upon my people ; or how can J endure to 


the fee the deſtruction of my kindred? i. e. that 


they he would give a counter order; for the 

r his tormer decree could not be formally re- 

the verſed, according to the law of the coun- 

ined try, He gave direction to Eſcher and 
t0 


Mordecai 
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Mordecai to write to them in the King's 
name, and ſeal it with his ſeal, and the de- 
cree was given in Shuſhan the palace; to 
give it the ſame authority with the former. 
The writing was drawn up by the King's 


ſcribes, and ſent by poſt to the Jeus, and 


to the rulers in all the provinces, with the 
utmoſt diſpatch, and was publiſhed 79 all 
the people. 
Tux writing was to this purpoſe: He 
granted to the Jews in every City to gather 
themſelves together, and to ſtand for their 
lives, and to deſtroy and flay, and cauſe 10 
periſh all the powers of the people, and 
princes, who ſhould afſault them, both lit- 
tle ones, and women, and take the ſpoil of 
them for a prey. They were allowed by 
this decree to defend themſelves, and op- 
pole their enemies, who ſhould attempt 


their deſtruction according to the former 


decree. And no doubt the governours of 
the provinces had intimation of the King's 


pleaſure to favour and protect them a- 


gainſt their enemies; for we find that the 
Tews gathered together in all the cities, to lay 
hold of ſuch as fought their hurt, and 1! 


man cauld withſtand them; for the fear f 
them fell upon all people, and all the u- 
lers of the provinces helped them. This 


was not indeed a formal repeal of the 
former decree, which the nature of their 
3 3 law 
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law did not admit; but it was vertually 
ſo, and effectually prevented the execu- 
tion of it. And tho' there were ſome con- 
fiderable ſkirmiſhes between the Jets, and 
the friends and the ſons of Haman, in the 
provinces and in the city, they were all 
defeated every where; but they laid not 
their bands on the prey, that they might 


23 


not ſeem to be acted by any HID views, _ 


but only a regard to their own fafety ; and 
that the King's treaſury might not ſuffer 
any loſs. | 

3. THE advantage which accrued to 
them by it. For Eſther who had not been 
called for thirty days, was confirmed in the 
King's favour ; Mordecai was preferred to 
great honour and truſt ; for he was ſet ver 


Haman's houſe, and had the ring gi ven him 
which the King , from Haman, 7. e. he 


made him keeper of the /ignet, as a mark 
of high confidence; and he went out 


from the preſence of the King in royal ap Chap. viii 


8 


parel, with a great crown of gold, or a coro- 


net which was worn by the nobles; and he 


was next to the King, and great among the Chap. x. 


Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his . 
brethren. The Jeus had reſt from their Chas-1 
enemies, and ſecure poſſeſſion of their li- 16. 
berty and religion ; and their mortal ene- 
mies were cut off, who had given them fo 
great diſturbance, and threatned their de- 
ſtruction. 


IX. 


— 2 2 4 


* = 
2 5 
1 
| 4 
: I 
N 
99 
5 4 
= 
- 
\ 
7 


— 2 


—_— — — —_ — = 

”- K — — 

— 8 — 2 — — 3 
RO * = 1 * 
1 Age, * 9 


SY 


- <li iba 
2 


9. 


24 


RY 3, 14 


Practical Illuſtration 


ſtruction. So Haman was hanged on the 


Chap. vii. gallows of fifty cubits high, which he had 


10. 


prepared for Mordecai, by the King's com- 


mand; and Haman's ſons, who headed the 


oppoſition to the Fews in the city, ſhared 
their father's fate, and were hanged on a 
gallows too. tar. 

Tur u» were not only preſerved from 
the deſtruction deſigned by Haman, and 
delivered from the power of their enemies, 
but were more ſecure than they were be- 
fore; and what was deſigned for their 
ruin, by a wonderful over-ruling provi- 
dence, proved the means of their greater 
ſafety and welfare. In that day the enemies 


of the Jews hoped to have power over them, 


tho it was turned to the contrary, and the 
Jews had rule over them who hated them. 
4. Their fe/t:val and rejoicing upon this 


account. This is particularly taken no- 


i. tice of. The city of Shuſhan rejoiced and 
was glad: The native inhabitants, as well 


as the ſtrangers who reſided in it, and which 
was before greatly perplexed. The Jes, 
who were particularly concerned, had light 
and gladneſs, and joy and honour. This 
ſpread through all the country, as well as 


the city, and over the whole empire ; for 


in every province, and in every city, where- 


— 17. ever the King's command and decree came, 


the 


Min 
fed 1 
gion 


ſhip 
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the Jews had joy and gladneſs, and a feaſt, 
and a good day. No doubt, there was a 
great ſurprize of joy and thankfulneſs, 
upon fo wonderful a turn of affairs in their 
favour, and they kept a ſolemn feſtival, 
and made great rejoicings upon ſo happy 
We find particularly how 
their joy expreſs d itſelf : They made that day Chap. is 
of their deliverance a day of gladnefs and 19—2 
feaſting, and a good day, and of ſending 


an occaſion. 


ſortions to one another, and gifts to the poor; 


in token of mutual joy for a common Ucli- 


yerance, and of their gratitude and thank- 


fulneſs to God. This was thus far volun- 


tary, and of their own accord; the natu- 
ral expreſſions of gratitude for ſo wonder- 
ful an appearance' of Providence towards 
them. 

THERE is a remarkable circumſtance 


recorded, as the eff ct of it: And many of Chap. vii. 
ec ame Jews, for the 7. 
fear of the ja , upon them: Not the 


the people of the 07 


tear of danger, or being hurt by them, for 


there was no pretence for that; but this 


wondertul appearance of providence in 
their favour, raiſed a 


minds of the God of the Fews, and diſpo- 


ſed many of them to embrace their reli- 
gion, and become profelites, and to wor- 
ſhip the God of 1/rael. We 

: D III. Tue 


et in their 
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III. Tur memorial which was ap- 
pointed to preſerve the remembrance of it. 
The former was only an expreſſion of 
crateful reſentment of the divine mercy in 
ſo wonderful a deliverance and preſervation, 


by agreement among themſelves, But be- 


ſides this, we find it was ſettled as an ordi- 
nance among them for ever : Of this we 
have a particular account, Mordecai ſent 
letters to all the Jews, in all the provinces, 
to eftabliſh this among them ; and they kept 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, ond 
the fifteenth day of the ſame, yearly ; the 
one in the city, the other 1n the provinces, 
and made them days of feaſting and joy; i. e. 
an annual ſolemnity in remembrance of 
their great deliverance. 
Trey called this feaſt by the name of 
Purim, from the word pur, which ſigni— 
fies a lot, referring to the lot which Hamas 
caſt to fix the day of their deſtruction. Aud 
the Jews ordained and took upon themſelves, 
and upon their ſeed, and upon all ſuch 9 
joined themſeluves to them, i. e. who became 
roſelites to their religion, /o as that it 


ſhould not fail, that they would keep theſe 


to days, according to the writing, and de- 
cording to their appointed time, every year. 
And this was to extend to all places, and 
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to be a perpetual ordinance among them ; 


for ſo it follows; And that theſe days ſhould — 28. 


be remembred and hept, throughout every 
generation, every family, every province, 
every city; and that theſe days of Purim 
ſhould not fail among the Jews, nor the 
memorial of them periſh from among their 
ſeed. This writing of Mordecai and E. 
ber was confirmed by the roya/ allowance, 
and ſent into all the provinces : The decree 
F Eſther confirmed theſe matters of Purim, 
and it was written in the book ; entered 
among the records, and made a publick act. 

HERE was a grateful acknowledgment 


to God for ſo greata deliverance, by a'folemn 


feſtival every year, ordained by the Jews 
among themſelves, and confirmed by Mor- 
decar and Eſtber; and which was to be 


continued among them, in all places, from 


one generation to another; and which is ob- 
eryed to this day among the Jets, at fo great 
a diſtance as about four hundred and fifty 
years before Chriſt, by reading over * the 


The feaſt of Purim is obſerved among the 
eius with exceſs of drinking, to expreſs the pro- 
fuſeneſs of their joy; for they drink till they can't 
diſtinguiſh between curſed Haman and bleffed Mor- 
decai; and is therefore fitly called the Fewih Bac- 
canals, This ſhould be a caution to us againſt 
intemperance, and to preſerve ſobriety in publick 
feſtivals. Had. Reland. antig. ſacræ vet. Fudæ. 
P, Iv. c. 12. Buxt; Synag. Jud. C. 29. | 
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book of Eſther, and reſting from labour, 
and feaſting and rejoicing. This was a wiſe 


and pious inſtitution, in remembrance of 


the deliverance and preſervation of their 
whole people from ſo great a calamity, 
ISI AI I conclude this diſcourſe with 
ſome general remarks upon the whole. 


1. THE church of God is often in 
danger from the power of its enemies: 
they are a diſtinct people from the world, 
and ſtand in oppoſition to it; for they are 
of another caſt and make of mind, and 


have other views and deligns == Hence 


their hatred and ill-will to them, and all 
the oppreſſion and perſecution. So our 


Lord tells his diſciples, F ye were of th: 


world, the world would love its own ; bi! 
becauſe ye are not of the world, but J 
bave choſen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you. This is as antient 
as the original enmity between the /eed of 
the woman, and the ſerpent's ſeed. 

So the people of God were detained in 
bondage four hundred and thirty years in 
Egypt; and were afterwards carried catiue 
to Babylon for ſeventy years; and were 
here opprelſs'd and devoted to deſtruction, 


in the ſeveral provinces of the Perſian em- 


pire, The chriſtian church was perſecu— 


ted 


of the Book of Es TER. 29 
ted and diſtreſſed by the Roman emperors, 


in the ten famous perſecutions, at the be- 
ginning of chriſtianity ; and the devil, their 
great enemy, has been often ſuffered to go Rev. xii. 
forth having great wrath, 8 
TH 1s was the ſtate of this nation at the 
time of the Revolution, when arbitrary 
power was ſet up in oppoſition to all our 
laws, and popery introduced into all the 
principal parts of the kingdom ; when no 
man's property was ſafe, and our religion 
lay at the mercy of its inveterate enemies; 
and all this ſupported by a ſtanding army 
at home, and a powerful alliance abroad. 
There was no viſible way of eſcape, and 
great perplexity in the city, and in the 
nation, Our enemies triumphed in the 
ſure proſpect of our ruin, and our friends 
were all diſmayed : Every countenance ap- 
peared ſad, and every heart was filled with 
fear. For theſe things there ere great thoughts 
of heart ; and no man who wore the Pro- 
teſtant name was then unaffected and un- 
concerned, how much ſoever 'tis now for- 
got by many of the riſing generation, who 
live at eaſe, and riot in plenty, and grow 
wanton with liberty. a | 
I Mi6HnT mention a circumſtance of 
later date, and which related only to the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, that is, the . 
. an 
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A Practical Illuſtration 
and ſchiſin bills, which were deſigned as 3 


rebuke for their unſeaſonable zeal for * 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, to the great prejudice 
of their civil rights, as ſubjects; and of 
the natural rights of parents, which is 
founded in the reaſon of things, and an- 
tecedent to all civil ſociety ; and were ſet on 
foot with views too black to be then 
owned, but too evident to be now de- 
nied. 


2. The wonderful appearance of Provi- 


dence, for the deliverance of the church, 
in the greateſt extremity. God has all along 
appeared for his people, tho he has ſome- 
times ſuffered them, for their ſins, to be per- 
ſecuted and oppreſs d, and ſometimes diſ 


treſſed and reduced. Thus God delivered 
the people of 1/rael from the Egyptian 


bondage, by a mighty hand, and out- 
ſtretched arm, by a ſeries of miracles, and 


immediate interpoſures. He delivered them 
from the Babyloniſh captivity, and reſtored 
them to their own land, by wonderfully 
diſpoſing the heart of Cyrus, according 
to an antient propheſy, which mentioned 
him by name, to conſent to their return, 


and aſſiſt chem 1n building their city 3 


temple. And thus by a wonderful concur- 
rence of circumſtances, he diſpoſed the 


heart of Ahaſuerus to defeat the bloody 


decree 


of the Book of ESTHER. 


decree for their deſtruction, and to ſhew 
them favour. 

AND ſo God delivered this nation from 
popery and arbitrary peer, at the Revolu- 
tion; by raiſing up a glorious n/trument, 
ſpirited and qualified for the arduous un- 
dertaking ; and proſpering the attempt by 


a remarkable and immediate appearance of 


Providence 1n the firſt projection, and wiſe 


_ meaſures concerted ; in keeping the impor- 


tant ſecret, in ſo many hands, for fo long a 
time together ; and in the after progreſs, 
and all the various ſteps of it; and parti- 
cularly in diſpoſing the nds of men, and 
bending the ſpirit of the whole nation to a 
ready concurrence in it; and in reſtoring 


our legal government, and confirming the 


Proteſtant religion, by the means which 
were deſigned to extirpate them ; and in 
ſeeuring our liberty and religion, to ter- 
oges, by the proteſtant ſucceſſion, in the 
preſent royal family: A bleſſing we can 


never be ſufficiently thankful for. Nor 


can we forget at this time, and in this 
place, the remarkable diſappointment of 
the occaſional and ſchiſm bills, on the very 
day on which they were to take place : 
An inſtance of the ſame watchful provi- 
dence which delivered the people of the 
Fews on the day in which their deſtruc- 
tion was defigned, 
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Trx conſtant care of Providence in 
preſerving the church of God, in all ages, 
againſt the powers of earth and the gate; 
F hell, is a conſideration highly proper to 
encourage the faith and hope of good men 
in times of publick trouble and great di- 
{treſs, to keep up our dependance upon 
him, when all hope of being ſaved 1s taken 
away; and to make us conclude with the 

2 Cor. i. Apoſtle, We had the ſentence of death in 
9, 10. ourſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in our 
ſelves, but in the Irving God, who raiſeth 
the dead; who delivered us from ſo great a 
death, and doth deliver; in whom we truſt 
that he will yet deliver us. 
3. Tux fitneſs of ſtanding memorial 
of publick deliverances and mercies. 80 
the paſſover among the Jeus was ap- 
pointed by God as a memorial of their de- 
liverance out of Egypt; the feaſt of Pu- 
rim was appointed by Mordecai and E/i- 
Her, of their deliverance from Haman's 
conſpiracy. And there was the feaſt of 
dedication, mentioned in the goſpel, whe- 
John x. ther that related to the reburlding of the 
98 temple by Zerobabel, after their return 
from the captivity ; or to the purifica- 
tion of the temple from the great prota- 
nation of it by Antiochus Epiphanes, of 
B. 1. c. 1. Which we read in the book of TIT, 
| | an 


of the Book of ESTHER. 
and which ſeems moſt likely, as it was in 
the winter-ſeaſon. "FE 
TEIsõ juſtifies the obſervation of days 
appointed by publick authority, or agreed 


to among ourſelves, in remembrance of 


any eminent deliverance, or mercy. Upon 


this ground the fifth of November is rea- 
ſonably appointed in remembrance of the 
great bleſſing of the Revolution, and fit to 
be obſerved with religious thankfulneſs 
and joy; and the neglect of it ſo common 
among us, is an argument of great in- 
gratitude, and forgetfulneſs of publick 
bleſſings; and may juſtly provoke God 
to bring freſh judgments upon us, to re- 


vive the ſenſe of paſt mercies, and re- 


buke us for the neglect of them. The 
Tews obſerve the feaſt of Purim to this 
day, for a deliverance about two thouſand 
years ago; and we are ready to forget as 
great a deliverance in lets than half à cen- 
tury. - 

ISH ALL only obſerve, That tho' this 
example may warrant the ſetting apart 
proper times by publick authority, for 
the exerciſe of appointed worſhip ſuit- 
able to any ſpecial purpoſe and occaſion ; 
it will not warrant the introducing need- 
leſs rites, and rigorous impoſitions into 


the worſhip of God, for which purpoſe it 


has ſometimes been alledged. | 
E 4. CHE 
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A Pracrical Illuſtration 


4. TE reaſonableneſs and - wiſdom 
of the inſtitution of the Lord's-ſupper, 
in commemoration of our redemption 
by Chriſt. This was the greateſt de. 
liverance God ever wrought for his people, 


and incomparably beyond all the reſt: A 
_ deliverance from the condemnation and 


dominion of fn, from the power of death 
and the devil, and from the miſery of 
bell; for Chriſt hath redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law, being made à curſe for 


4s; and there is no condemnation to them 


who are in Chriſt Jeſus; and he came to 
take away fin ; and deſtroy him who had the 


power of death, that is the devil; and to 
fave us from the wrath to come. We are e- 


conciled to God by his blood, and obtain the 


pardon of fin, and a right to the heavenly 
inheritance. 6 SILK. 
THE Lord's-ſupper, which we have 
now in view, is the appointed memorial of 
our redemption by Chriſt, and deſigned to 
preſerve the remembrance of ſo great a 


bleſſing in all generations to the end of 
time. If it be reaſonable and fit to com- 


memorate publick deliverances, and u- 
tional bleſſings, and that was always ac- 
counted ſo; ſhould we not think it much 
more reaſonable to keep a ſolemn memo- 
rial of the redemption of the world by 
Chriſt, and the deliverance of on 

_ 8 | rom 


F the Book of EsTHERR. 
from fin and Pell! Of how much greater 


importance, and greater extent, is our de- 


liverance and benefit by him, than any de- 


liverance of a particular nation, in an 
one age of the world; and how . 
greater and more ſolemn ſhould our ac- 
knowledgments and commemoration of it 
de. 

LET me recommend it to the ſeri- 
ous conſideration of every younger per- 
ſon here, and to all who profeſs faith 


and ſubjection to Chriſt, to keep up 


this memorial of our redemption by him, 
and preſerve a lively ſenſe upon our minds 


of his dying love to us, and our great 
obligations to him, who died for us that 2 Cor. v. 
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we might live to him; and that we being Lake i. 


delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 74. 


mght ſerve him without fear, in righte- 


ouſneſs and holineſs, all our days. 
„ 


E R RA T A. 


Page 19. r. Weg Page 11. 7. Hyd. de Pera. 


rum Religione, c. 4. 


I 1 5 — 1 2 4 
S . canon ets; an x 
ö 


ay — > => 7 ** | = - 6 * , 
k. 


— 


2 * Gy < oat oY > 
. -— RR x 


Written by the ſame AurHoxk. 


F eee Diſcourſes concerning the principal Re- 
& preſentations of the Meſſiah in the Old Teſta- 
ment, | 


2. Funeral Diſcourſes in two parts. 1. Scripture 
Conſolations in the Death of our Friends. 2. Pre- 
paration for our own death; 8v®. 


3- Of the Sin againſt the Holy Gh; a Sermon 
preach'd at Crutched-Friars, April 27, 1718. 


4. The Death of good Men in the midſt of their 
Days, conſidered and improv'd : A funeral ſermon 
for the late Reverend Mr. Samuel Harvy, who de- 
ceas'd ee in the thirty firſt year of 
his age, pfeach d at -rutched-Friars, April 27. With 
ſome enlargements 3 and the epitaph corrected by 
Dr. Watts. The ſecond edition corrected, 


-6, C8 Aefpiſing young Miniſters; a ſermon preach'd 
at the publick ordination of the Reverend Mr. W1l- 
liam Ford and Mr. Samuel Parkes, at Haberdaſhers- 
hall, December 18, 1730. 


6. Lukewarnneſs in Religion repreſented and re- 
proved. In two ſermons preached at the Merchants 
lecture at Salters-hall. To which is added, a diſ- 


courſe concerning falſe zeal. 


7. The Reaſonableneſs of believing in Chriſt, and 
the Unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity ; with an anſwer 
to Mr. Woolſton's fifth diſcourſe on miracles. Se- 
cond edition, | 


8. The Nature of the Lord's-Supper, and the C- 
ligations to it duly confider'd ; with a ſerious £xhor- 
tation to a due Attendance on it. In four diſcourſes; 
preached at the Merchants lecture, at Salters-Hall 
November and December 1736, . 1 


N . 
8 > POS a 


* 


* RR 


- 


3 — - =. — - 1 Ip ; Goo N 2 
- A 5 L -—_ 2 * > - pe - = — * a YE * - . 8 
* - : * - 5 3 r Be ti N 4 1 2 * a 8 2 ID 8 ? 

* - -—" — : 2 8 2 | 


2 rr : 


* 
* 4 


DNN ä r us on EI 54 * 
ee. 4 Sod 6 1 aetat W 


l- 
5 
re- 
nts 
dif- 
and 


